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George Barna, who seems to know a lot via the survey, says that when comparing the world and the Church there is virtually no difference. Now any Christian and probably most any non-believers would know that there is supposed to be a big difference, not only in where we inhabit eternity, but also in our actions here on this earth. The question must be asked why is there no difference. There has to be a reason. May I suggest some food for thought?

This month, we as Christians celebrate two of the most important events in Christianity. So important are they that without them we would have no Christianity, no Savior, and no hope of our future. I of course am speaking of the cross and the empty tomb. Have we reached a point in our history where we have departed from seeing the value of the cross in our lives and worship service? To put it another way have we ignored the cross to the extent that we are letting other things push it into the background or as I say in the title of this article are we drowning out the cross.


Henry Blackaby just may be on to something when he says, “If you put the U. S. up against the Scriptures, we are in trouble”.

He continues with the statement that he thinks that we are very close to the judgment of God. If that is the case we must be doing something wrong.


Several things seem to be contributing to drowning out the cross. We hear a lot of rhetoric about how we must change our churches or they are going to die. A recent survey in England by five denominations came to the conclusion that the churches there must change their ways or die. Their need supposedly was to find a way to appeal to the young. I will agree that we do need to change, but that change needs to be back to basics. We are so concerned that we will make someone feel bad or cause them to have low esteem of themselves that we have departed from the necessities to entertain, pacify and cover up the real issues.


I am reminded of a story I heard about a church in Germany during World War II.  This church was located near the railroad track. Each Sunday morning during service a train would pass by loaded with Jews headed for the death chambers. To avoid hearing the cries of help from the victims, the congregation would just sing a little louder to drown out the cries.


Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven”.  We witnessed not long ago that the failure to impeach a president, who had committed perjury, resulted in a party being held on the White House front lawn. Meetings to pick out the casket for a lost loved one can and do end up in arguments over the deceased’s estate. Something just seems out of time.


When we gather together to worship the Lord, we have the same cross the same empty tomb, and the same Holy Spirit doing the convicting. What we need to do is make sure that those in attendance hear about the cross, We need to let them hear about the sin that is in the world and how it will send the unsaved to hell. They need to hear that the empty tomb was vacated by a God-man who wants to be our Savior, and who died and rose again that they might be saved. 


The Bible says that God has chosen the foolishness of preaching to save the world. I am afraid that sometimes the services in our churches gets out of balance and we spend too much time trying to meet the personal needs of the people present when we should be spending time trying to meet their spiritual needs. Praise and music are very important in the worship service. But so are prayer and preaching. Are we suppose to feel good or feel convicted when we go to church?  If we don’t feel some of both we are in trouble. If we are extremely out of balance we are in worse shape.

Christ wept over Jerusalem. Jesus said in Matthew 5:24 that reconciliation is more important than jubilation. Paul told the Corinthians in I Corinthians 5:1-2 that they should be morning the evil in their church instead of being so proud in their worship service. It is the event of the cross that saves us and it is the cross that makes it possible for us to come to the throne of grace and confess our sins which keeps us in fellowship with our Savior. Are we weeping over anything spiritual, or are we letting our feel good emotions drown out the cross.
