A look At Honesty
  By: Pastor Marr
In a recent issue of PowerAid, Pastor Don had some things to say about “honesty” . I have included much of what he had to say below, along with some remarks of my own for us to ponder.

We just observed President’s Day.  On this day we celebrate the birthdays of Washington and Lincoln and ostensibly all the Presidents who have served our country. President Nixon decreed that this day in February should be designated as such, rather than celebrating two separate days for Washington and Lincoln. 

Interestingly enough, these two men represent half of Mt. Rushmore and are considered two of the greatest President’s to have led our nation. Washington was known for his military leadership and his personal character.  The story of his honesty in the cherry tree incident were marked by the famous line “I cannot tell a lie.”  My, how far we have come in the evolution of politicians. 


Abraham Lincoln was also know as “Honest Abe.”  How striking that two of our most notable Presidents were both known for their honesty. Can you think of a politician in  recent memory whose outstanding quality was honesty?  The concept of an honest politician has become an oxymoron.  Attorneys and politicians just don’t seem to have that reputation, do they.


And yet I can’t think of another quality more necessary and more valuable in the character of a national leader than honesty.  Since our leaders operate by virtue of a delegated trust, any violation of that trust brings discredit to their word and their office.  The blatant dishonesty of a recent president so diminished the credibility of the office that people now view any pronouncements with skepticism and suspicion.


But honesty is not only necessary in high office.  It is a foundational principle of personal character that should be a given in every life.  Not longer is it true that a man’s word is his bond.  If it is not in writing it has no meaning.

     
Recently Martha Stewart was convicted of lying.  Her company, Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia Inc. took a big hit on the stock market the day she was convicted.  The company stock dropped 23 percent on the day of her conviction and dropped even further in the following days.  Some even predicted the death of the brand.  Now a few days before her scheduled release the stock has more than tripled.  While some analyst are still wary about the company’s future, the recent rise in stock says something about the fact that it is all right to lie. 

      
In spite of the level of trust that exists in the worldview, we as Christians need to buck the trend and make an honesty effort to uphold the old saying, “honesty is the best policy.  It should be our universal law of life.

     
Let’s not be like the letter to the IRS: “Dear Sirs:  I cannot sleep.  Last year when I filed my income tax return, I deliberately misrepresented my income.  Now I can’t sleep.  Enclosed is a check for $150.00 for taxes.  If I still cannot sleep, I will send the rest.
