CHURCH AND STATE

By William Marr

   In today’s world we constantly hear about separation of church and state. The meaning of this statement is different for different people.

     It is yet to be determined just how far, or to what extreme the atheistic mind would carry this idea if their desires could be realized.  I feel sure that all references to God in any public document, regardless of age, would be removed.  All coins would be replaced without the imprint “In God We Trust’.  Swearing in of witnesses in court would be revised to exclude the Bible.

     On the other side of the issue we would have a church state if some could have their way.  The major decision on this side would be “which church”.

     Biblically speaking there can be no total separation of church and state.  Actually a much better term would be “God and Country, instead of church and state.  We are told in Romans 13:1-2 that “the powers that be are ordained of God”.  From this passage we can be assured that God has approved our government to be in power.

     That the United States was founded by God-fearing people is without question.  The following excerpts from our forefathers are proof enough.

     All men are created equal—Thomas Jefferson

     As God gives us to see the light—Abe Lincoln

     Religion ...is indispensable—-George Washington

     In God we trust—-Francis Scott Key
     The story is told of a man from South Carolina who went to Philadelphia to visit the Continental Congress when it was in session.  He said to a friend, “I want to see General George Washington”.  “Have you never seen him”?  His friend asks. “No, I never have” came the reply. “Well”, said the friend,” when you go into the Continental Congress they will have prayer.  The tall man who kneels will be General Washington.

     On May 15 of 1997 our Baptist State Convention President, Gregg Matthis, was invited to serve as the chaplain of the U. S. Senate.  He was to give the invocation.  Prior to that date he said that he was required to submit a written prayer for approval.  Then on May 15 he was required to read the prayer he had submitted.  Oh, to be able to hear God’s response to that.

     I have never been quite able to understand our government.  It seems they want all references to God removed from government, but they are all too eager to take a day off with pay for Christmas and Easter.  Is that separation of church and state?  And, of course, these days off are a considerable expense to the taxpayer.  On the other hand we humans have never been very consistent except in being very inconsistent.

     The God we serve is consistent.  As we prepare for another birthday of our country, let us pray for forgiveness on the part of our leaders and for God’s continued blessings on our country.  Pray that our leaders will be responsive to the will of God in their governmental activity.

     James 5:16 says “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” Are you qualified to pray that prayer?  Please qualify yourself and Pray.

