God And His Creation

By:  Pastor Marr

“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.”  So starts the Twenty-fourth Psalm. Having recently had the wonderful opportunity to view some of that fullness, I have been reminded once again that God has a purpose and plan for all that he does. It is true that we don’t always know what his purpose is. As a matter of fact I sometimes wonder what value could this or that have. Glenda and I just returned from a breathtaking tour of the western part of North America. While the ground we covered is just a speck on God’s awesome planet, we did fly some 4,000 miles and drive another 4,800 in our rental car. Some highlights follow.


We flew from Greensboro to Billings, Montana with a short plane change in Minnesota. We picked up our car in Billings and headed for the Little Big Horn Battlefield and National Cemetery located in Montana. It is another Arlington with less  publicity. Never the less those buried there gave to their country.


We went from there to South Dakota and Mt. Rushmore. It is a very patriotic environment with emotional historical overtones. Everyone should go there at least once. These are man made sites and very impressive.


Our next stop was God made and awesome it was. It was the most rugged, forsaken, death reminding ugly, absolutely beautiful place that I have ever seen. I realize that I used ugly and beautiful to describe the same place. No picture could ever do this place justice. One gully, ravine, is followed by gully, ravine, and on and on for miles. And yet when the clay looking material is wet from rain, some of the most beautiful colors are blended into the dirt. What God made that for, as far as I am concerned, was to show man how he could mix beauty and ugly in a magnificent was. He is an awesome God. This was by far the most impressive God created scene we saw.


Old faithful burped for us, as she has done for years, as we toured Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming. Snow was piled 6 feet high on the sides of the road and the temperature got down to 33. The next day we were in Salt Lake City, Utah and the temperature was 92 as we toured the Mormon Temple Square. We heard the Mormon Tabernacle Choir practice and heard an Organ recital in the 21,000 seat auditorium of the worship center.


We drove from Utah to Calgary, Canada and stopped along the way to view the sights. In Canada we saw some beautiful country. The Rocky Mountains in Canada are

beyond the ability of the camera to record.


The highlight of our trip was meeting the mission team at Gladstone Gathering Grounds near Pincher Creek, Alberta, Canada. Our time with the team and with our missionaries, Don and Mary Dehart left an impression we shall never forget. Being made aware of the problems of witnessing to the Indian Nations and even listening to a Lakota Indian speak in South Dakota was an eye opening experience. I had no idea of some of the cultural emotions they face. And I have a much better understanding of the difficulties the ones who work with them have.

The entire trip was a learning experience as well as an enjoyable vacation. I am very thankful to Northridge Baptist Church for making this possible. I also wish to express my thanks to those who filled in the gap while I was gone.


With all the beauty in God’s great creation, home always is beautiful. we are happy to be back in this part of God’s country.
