A Brief History of Northridge Baptist Church


To discuss a history of a church without starting with God would be a gross error.  God through his Holy Spirit must deal with the mind of man in expanding and continuing his church.  This God did through the minds of the Godly people at Becks Baptist Church.  They are the vessels God used to bring into existence the local church known as Northridge Baptist Church.


In scanning the minutes of Becks Baptist Church the following early history of Northridge can be seen.  Richard Poindexter presented a motion from the Long-range Planning Committee and the Deacons, that Becks sponsor a Satellite Church (Mission0 at the intersection of Highways 65 and 52 interchange with the help of other churches in the area.  This motion was made at the Church Conference held on October 5, 1983.  Discussion and a vote were continued until the November Conference.  The vote was unanimous.  Because of the high cost of land in that area, 15 acres were eventually purchased at the present site of the Church.  The land was purchased on October 9, 1984.


Several years passed.  During this time about 1600 phone calls were made by Becks members to residents in the area of Rural Hall to determine the interest in starting a new church.  There was considerable support.  On May 18, 1988 in church conference Becks voted unanimously to begin Northridge Baptist Fellowship on June 12, 1988, in the Rural Hall Elementary School Building.  Rev. Coley Rimmer, the Associate Pastor at Becks, was appointed to be the Pastor Enabler, and to oversee getting the work started.  After meeting in the school for a short time, the Sunday morning service was moved to the Hayworth-Miller Funeral Home, because of the summer heat.  The Evening service was moved into a club house in Stanleyville.


Plans were made in 1989 to proceed with a building on the 15 acres purchased.  The Baptist Men of North Carolina provided the manpower and a loan from Wachovia Bank, secured by Becks, provided the funds for the materials.  The building was completed and dedicated in May of 1990.  Attendance was up and down.  Becks had to carry a big portion of the financial load.  Many of those attending were children, and the offerings were low as the Fellowship struggled.  Several of the members who had come from Becks to help continued with their support and prayers.  Some returned to Becks.  Eventually Northridge and Becks agreed that Northridge could not support a full time pastor and therefore would have to secure a pastor who worked during the week.  Since Rev. Rimmer was interested in being a full time pastor, he resigned as Pastor of Northridge Fellowship in November of 1992 and began looking for another church.


Tow of the men form the Fellowship contacted Rev. William Marr and invited him to preach on Sunday, December 27, 1992.  After the service he was asked to serve until a pastor could be found.  The Pastor Search Committee from Becks asked to meet with him in late January.  As a result of that meeting they called him to serve as interim pastor until June 1, 1993 at which time he would become Pastor.  The interim period was necessary due to a separation package agreement with Coley Rimmer.


With much prayer and dedication of approximately twelve people attending, the church began to grow.  Becks financial responsibility lessened as the offerings increased.  God answered the prayers of his people at Northridge, and toward the end of 1993 the people began to talk of the possibility of organizing into a Church in October of 1994.  The first Sunday in October was set as a target date.


Northridge Baptist Church is truly a “church built by prayer”.  By October 2, 1994 Northridge had sixty-five members and was meeting its projected budget.  It was determined that Northridge could assume the pastor’s salary which had been paid by Becks up to this time.  After reviewing the progress, Becks voted to allow Northridge to organize.


The Church was organized on October 2, 1994 in the Church building.  The name was to be Northridge Baptist Church.  Rev. William W. Marr’s name was submitted to be the first Pastor.  A request was made to Becks to transfer the sixty-five letters of membership for the people attending the Fellowship from Becks Baptist Church to Northridge Baptist Church.  These sixty-five were to be designated charter members.  These motions were taken from the audience which was made up of Becks members and the people attending Northridge Fellowship.  All voting was unanimous for approval. A plaque with the charter members listed was to be bought and placed in the church hall.  Those in charge of the constituting service and present were the following:


Rev. Jim Hamblen, Director of Missions, Pilot Mountain Baptist Association


Rev. Paul Wonders, Becks Pastor when the Fellowship was started


Dr. Jim Nelson, Present Pastor at Becks


Rev. Coley Rimmer, Former Pastor of Northridge Fellowship


Rev. William Marr, Present Pastor at Northridge


At the first birthday celebration Northridge was still growing.  There were seventy-six members by October of 1995.  The church had sixteen new additions that first year, but we lost five, one by death and four by transfer.  The first member to die was Dorothea Buckles.  The first funeral service in the church was the service of Brian Smith on September 3, 1995.


On the second birthday anniversary of Northridge, Becks Baptist Church was invited to a note burning.  Northridge had made the final payment on the mortgage on September 8, 1996, one month earlier.  Several men of the church prepared a piece of pipe into a rocket launcher.  With fireworks from South Carolina they shot the note skyward and it exploded in the air to the applause of a large crowd of members from Becks and Northridge.  The church was debt free.


The year 1997 was another year with an important event.  On April first of that year the Pastor was able to quit his secular job and come full time to the church.  By this date the membership had gone over one hundred.


We were saddened in 1997 by the passing of two more charter members, Clifford Rhyne on December seventh.  His death began a series of losses by death of some of our older members over the next few months.  These included Bud Denton, Roy Fischer, Catherine Fisher, and another charter member Mary Hill.


On Sunday night, May 31, 1998 we dedicated our picnic shelter.  There were about seventy people present for this service.  We combined with this service our fifth Sunday night singing.  We had special music by Denise Vidal, Joshua Burford, Carol McHone, and Genny Thomas.  Cassie Westmoreland played several songs on her trumpet.  The special music was preceded by some group singing with the new Digital Hymn Player.


Following a short devotional by the Pastor, Joe brown was recognized as the person who coordinated the work on the shelter.  All of the work, except the brick work, was done by members of the church.  Joe contributed his know how as a contractor, along with his equipment, and at times his employees while they were on the clock.  Northridge showed their appreciation to Joe by naming the shelter “The Joe Brown Picnic Shelter”.  We are truly grateful to Joe for his love and faithfulness to the Lord and Northridge.


Much of 1999 was occupied with the Y2K scare.  Like everyone else we did not know what, if anything would happen.  The church felt some preparation was in order and purchased a safe.  A certain amount of money was kept there in cash to meet needs in case of problems at banks.  The church voted to do this with the needs of the Pastor’s salary in mind as well as possible needs for food among members or others.  Thank the Lord for no problems.


During the early part of the year 2000 we fulfilled an opportunity we were offered in the fall of 1999.  Much of eastern North Carolina suffered a great flood with untold damage to homes and churches and other buildings.  Through the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina in Cary we were partnered with Center Baptist Church in Harmless, NC.  This church had suffered tremendous water damage as the water got 38 inches high in their auditorium.  Through the generosity of the people at Northridge, we were able to send them $5000.00 in money and 16 men left on a Friday in January 2000, spent the night there and worked all day on Saturday.  A total replacement of the floor from the dirt up, re-flooring some areas behind the auditorium, and the removal of the hardboard walls were accomplished in one day.  More could possible have been done, but about 5:00 PM it began to snow and the men had to run for home some four hours away.  They were greeted in Rural Hall by about six inches of snow and it was still snowing.  So sufficient was the snow that services were called off the next day.


In 2001 a Future building committee was formed and plans began to build an educational building for more Sunday School classes as we were out growing the ones we had.  A unanimous vote was made on July 8, 2001 to begin looking into getting designs and blueprints and procuring a loan for the cost of this building.    

The year 2003 brought us several major events.  A ground breaking ceremony was held on February 3, 2003 for the new educational building.  After many prayers and obstacles construction began in June of 2003 for an educational building.  Northridge ordained two ministers.  They were Roger Robinson on February 9, 2003 and Craig Burford on March 23, 2003.  Also our pastor Rev. William Marr received his doctrinal degree in June 2003 and became Dr. William Marr.

The new 5000 square foot educational building was completed and a dedication ceremony was held on June 6, 2004.  It was named after the first pastor of Northridge and is called the “Dr. William Marr Educational Building”.    We moved a wall in the original building to give an additional forty seats in the auditorium.  We also began a new mission this year of taping our morning services and having them broadcast all over the world by Internet radio.

In 2005 we were truly blessed to have Dr. Paige Patterson as our special speaker at the January Deer-B-Que.  There were eight decisions for salvation, eighteen re-dedications and several people wanting more information.  Also in 2005 we tied our old record of 18 baptisms which was in 1994.
In 2006 at our annual Deer B-Que we had seven decisions for salvation, twenty-two re-dedications.  Our special speaker was Danny Singleton from First Baptist Church of Woodstock, Ga.
In 2007 we commissioned our first missionaries Bolivar and Denise Vidal on June 10th.  The Vidal’s have gone back to Bolivar’s homeland of Ecuador to serve as missionaries.    

Several events at Northridge have become traditional in our short history as we establish tradition.  We annually go to the Dan River on the Joe and Joanna Brown property each Fourth of July.  This takes place on a Sunday afternoon nearest the Fourth and we have swimming, canoeing, horseshoe, volleyball, and a picnic.  We conduct our evening service on the bank of the river around five and every year we have had someone to be baptized in the river.  We have an annual Deer-B-Que event for hunters in January.  


Several years we participated in the Rural Hall and King Christmas Parades.  We have had a live nativity scene complete with animals and we have many other special programs.  We have a watch night service each December thirty-first until midnight with singing, testimonies and food.


Our church believes in supporting missions.  We support not only our Southern Baptist Missionaries.  We are now supporting ten agencies that are getting out the Word through Missionaries and distribution of the Bible.  We have a tape ministry and a fifteen minute weekly radio program.  We also are supporting two colleges and two law firms.


Where do we go from here?  Only God knows our future accomplishments for him.  Our prayer is that we will be faithful in serving.  There are at present about 6.1 billion people in the world.  Most are not Christians so our work is not finished by any means.


Northridge Baptist is thankful that God has chosen to use us to further the cause of Christ.  We give Him all the credit for what has been done and we are constantly aware that He said “Without me you can do nothing”.  To God be the glory. Amen

