                                                       The World Of Islam

                                                By  Pastor Marr
With all that has happened within the past two months, we constantly hear about Islam and the Muslim faith. Since many of us are not so familiar with what they believe, the following is a short summary of their beliefs. We would do well to remember that like Christianity, they also have varied views and interpretations of their writings.  The information comes from several reliable resource books plus a town meeting I attended, held in Winston-Salem, NC on October 18, where several Muslim leaders where on the panel. We had the opportunity to ask questions at this meeting.


The Quran, (also spelled Koran) is the perfect revelation from God. To the Muslim, this is their bible. It is considered to be perfect only in its original form, the Arabic language. Any translation is contaminated. It is believed to have been dictated to Muhammad by the angel Gabriel in an early 600 A.D. time period. Divided into 114 chapters (called surahs) with verses, it is about 20% smaller than the New Testament and a large portion seems to be copied from the Bible.

Muhammad, (sometimes spelled Mohammad) their most important human, and their God's most important prophet, was born in Mecca, Arabia, in  570 A.D. and lived until 632 A.D. The Muslims are offended if they are called Muhammadians, even though he is considered to be the founder of this religion based on the historical facts.

Islam means submission and Muslim means one who submits. Therefore Islam is the name of the faith and Muslim is the name of the person who submits.  Both words come from the same root verb.

Allah is the god of the Muslim. Considered to be the only source of life he is the only God. He has no son as that would require him to have a wife. This thought is repulsive to Muslim faith and Allah is never referred to as Father. He is not the same God of the Christian Faith.

Concerning Salvation in the Islamic faith, everyone is born a Muslim. This idea comes from the fact that all life comes from Allah. As children grow to maturity, their innate nature will allow them to accept Islam. Becoming a Muslim is accomplished by reciting the following. "There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the Prophet of God".  This would be equal to a person accepting Christ in Christianity. Once a person makes this statement he is immediately granted all the rights of a Muslim. They reject the Bible definition of sin and do not see a need to be redeemed from sin. 

            Failure to accept Islam marks one an infidel. A Muslim is never sure of going to Paradise when they die, except when they have died in a holy war called Jihad.  Quoting from the Quran in 3:157-158 "And what though ye be slain in Allah's way therein? Surely pardon from Allah and mercy are better than all that they amass. What though ye be slain or die, when unto Allah ye are gathered." All who die otherwise will have their deeds judged. Those who make it into paradise will lie on couches, drink wine, and be waited upon by the maidens of paradise. Each may marry as many of these maidens as they wish. All who don't make it to paradise will be confined to the torments of hell.
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Concerning women in this life the Quran has this to say. "Men are in charge of women, because Allah hath made the one of them to excel the other, and because they spend of their property (for the support of women). So good women are obedient, guarding in secret that which Allah hath guarded. As for those from whom ye fear re- bellion, admonish them and banish them to beds apart, and scourge them."  (4:34) The husband is allowed four wives and as many concubines as he wishes. He possesses complete power of divorce and does not need to explain to the wife. She does not have the same rights.


The Holy Spirit has no part in the Islamic faith. Allah is the only God, end of discussion. The Islamic leaders have a hard time trying to explain what "Holy Spirit" means.

            Jesus is considered to be a sinless prophet of Allah, but not equal to Muhammad. Jesus is not the only begotten son of God, even though the virgin birth is discussed in the Quran in 4:171. Allah’s prophets are equal, except for Muhammad, who is greatest.

            The Bible is believed selectively by Muslims. An example is their explanation of the offering of Abraham's son. It was Ishmael and not Isaac. They support this with their interpretation of Genesis 22:2 where it is said that Abraham was to offer his "only" son. Since Ishmael was 14 years older than Isaac, they reason that only Ishmael was living when Abraham was commanded to offer up his son. Muslims believe that Abraham and Ishmael built the city of Mecca. This kind of reasoning qualifies Ishmael for the promises made to Abraham in Genesis 12. The root cause of all the trouble in Palestine today lies in this line of reasoning. Genesis 17:18-21 are selectively ignored. There are two holy cities to Islam, namely Mecca and Jerusalem. While they believe the four books, the Torah of Moses, the Psalms of David, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the Quran are inspired, all but the Quran have been corrupted by Jews and Christians and therefore the Quran supersedes the other three.

           Islam has five major doctrines which follow;

1. God: There is one god called Allah. He is all knowing, all powerful and sovereign judge. He is so far above man that he is not personally knowable.

2. Angels: Two angels are assigned to everyone. One records good deeds, the other bad deeds. Gabriel, the leading angel delivered the revelations of the Quran to Muhammad. Jinn are creatures between angels and men, and can be good or bad. Satan is an example.

3. Scripture: Only the Quran is without error.

4. Prophets: Allah has many prophets. The six greatest are Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. Muhammad is the last and the greatest.

5. Last Days: The last day will be a time of resurrection and judgment. All who obey Allah and Muhammad will go to Paradise where they will lie on couches, drink wine, and be waited on by maidens of whom they may marry as many as they wish. Disobeyers will be sent to the torments of Hell. Almost all will have to temporarily enter the fire for a time. Muslims hold a very rigid view of predestination. What ever happens “it is Allah’s will” they say.

            Islam also has five Pillars of faith which follow:

1. Creed: State the creed publicly and repeat it constantly as follows: “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah”.                                              
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2. Prayer: Pray five times a day prescribed prayers while facing the city of Mecca. The five times are: upon rising, at noon, in mid-afternoon, after sunset, and at retiring. The call to prayer is sounded by a Muslim crier from a tower in the place of worship called a Mosque.

3. Almsgiving: give 2 ½% of your savings to the poor. Giving is part of your salvation. Therefore the receiver need not be thankful, but the giver needs to be thankful that the poor were there for him to give to and help in his salvation.

4. Fasting: Faithful Muslims must fast from sunup to sunset each day during the month of Ramadan (their ninth month). This was the month Gabriel started giving the Quran to Muhammad.

5. Pilgrimage: A trip to Mecca is expected by all Muslims at least once in their life. This trip involves ceremonies and rituals. This trip is a vital part in gaining salvation. If one is too old or too sick they may send someone for them. 


There are about 1.2 billion Muslims in the world today. Islam is the second largest religion at present. Indonesia is the largest Islam nation with 160 million. Pakistan is next with 140 million. There are twice as many Muslims in China as all Southern Baptist in the United States. There are more Muslims in the United States than the combined total of Presbyterians and Episcopalians. It is one of the fastest growing religions today.


In a recent meeting I attended, an Egyptian Muslim, who is now an American citizen, gave the following reasons why Muslims hate America. The order is his. 


1. For the past eleven years in Iraq, the American sponsored sanctions have caused the death of ½ million children. Former Secretary Albright made the statement, “the price is worth it”.

2. The establishment of the nation of Israel was not fair to the Palestinians who got no state. The United States has been biased to Israel.


3. Most governments in the Middle East do not represent the people and are oppressive toward the population. Many of these governments were chosen and are supported by the United States. 


4. The present response in the bombing of Afghanistan is not a proper response and will only result in another Iraq type situation with another Saddam Hussein.

           In summary, because of the history of the Islamic faith and the life of Muhammad, this so called religion is more a philosophy of life. Muhammad was into politics and ruled as a leader. Islam would control every aspect of life if it were in power. In denying the deity of Christ it is an enemy of Christ and Christianity. Many students of Islam who are not Islam do not believe it is a peaceful religion, nor do they believe it wishes to coexist with any other religion or philosophy, and would try to annihilate any opposition if it had the power to do so.

         We must remember that Christ died for the world and with opportunity and preparation and the work of the Holy Spirit Muslims can be and are being converted to the saving power of Jesus Christ our Savior. We must be evangelistic toward them and at the same time we are to withstand the wiles of the Devil. 

